









29rn Coneress, Ist Session. 
must have cash in hand? We are called on to | 
appropriate two millions to sanction a treaty in 
advance, with a Power already in debt to us, with- 
out any knowledge of its terms, and when but one 
of the belligerents has shown any disposition for 
yeace. Whatever may be the conditions of that 
treaty, be they ever so objectionable, if you now 
sanction it, you will have no control over it. If 
this is not going it blind, I know not what is, and 
recreant should we be to those we represent, if we 
pass this bill without some alteration or restriction 
upon it. Sir, I believe I speak the language of 
many of my colleagues, when I say I will not vote 
for this bill unless modified, and unless it is sub- 
stantially amended as proposed by the gentleman 
[Mr. Witmor] from Pennsylvania. For what, in 
truth, is this two millions? It strikes me that no 
such sum is needed in advance to secure an hon- 
orable peace with an imbecile, distracted nation; 
your debtor to a large amount, and but recently 
most signally defeated by your armies. - 

We have been told, sir, all along, that peace was 
to be conquered, not bought; and are we now told 
than it must be bought? Your two millions, then, 
is to either buy men or territory. Ido not say 
that [ am opposed, under any circumstances, to 
the extension of our territory; but before we ap- 
wopriate money for that purpose, we had better 
snow what it is, where situated, and how circum- 
stanced. Does this House know that California, 
if that is the country to be purchased, is already, 
as itis said, mortgaged to Great Britain or her sub- 
jects? And will they sanction any treaty in ad- 
vance, Without knowing whether we are to assume 
the encumbrance or not? Our desire for peace 
should not blind us to all the bearings of this meas- 
ure; and besides, sir, had the Mexicans even inti- 
mated a desire to negotiate, what reliance can you 
place upon them? Has not a Minister, on such 
an intimation, already once been sent, only to be 
rejected by them? 
(Mr. W. here give way to Mr. Witmor fora 
few moments. | 

I repeat, sir, Lam most desirous of peace, and 
when the Senate shall have duly ratified a treaty 
submitted to them, I will cheerfully vote any 
sum to carry out its provisions for an honorable 
pe ace 

(Mr. W. was here interrupted by the limit of de- 
bate. | 

The time allotted to debate having expired, the 
committee proceeded to vote. 

Mr. McKXAY withdrew the bill moved by him, 
and submitted a modified proposition, as follows: 





Whereas a state of war now exists hetween the United 
States and the Republic of Mexico, which it is desirable 
should be speedily terminated upon terms just and honor- 
able to both nations: And whereas assurances have hereto- 
fore been given to the Government of Mexico that it was 
the desire of the President to setiie all questions between 
the two countries on the most liberal and satistactory terms, 
according to the rights of each and the mutual interests and 
security of the two countries: And whereas the President 
may be able to conclude a treaty of peace with the Repub- 
lie of Mexico prior to the next session of Coneress, if means 
fur that object are at his disposal: And whereas, in the ad- 
justinent of sO many complicated questions as now exist 


between the two countries, it may possibly happen that an } 


expenditure of money will be called for by the stipulations 
of any treaty which may be entered into: ‘Therefore, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives | 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
tie sui of thirty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not other- 
Wise appropriated, to enable the President to enter upon 


negotiations for the restoration of peace with Mexico, when- | 


oe it shall be in his power to do so. 
Sec, 2 


Out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to enable the President to conclude a treaty of peace with 
tie Republic of Mexico, to be used by him in the event that 
said treaty, when signed by the authorized agents of the two 
Governments, and being ratified by Mexico, shall call for 
the expenditure of the same, or any part thereof, full and 
accurate accounts for which expenditure shall be by him 
transmitted to Congress at as early a day as practicable. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL renewed his substitute 


for the bill, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 


. bop this Congress meets with cheerfulness and concurs || 
: ae Proposition of the President of the United States for || 
Jot action by the Executive and Legislature towards the || 
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2. “nd be it further enacted, That the sum of two | 
millions of dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, | 
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accomplishment of an object w 
humanity, Wisdom, and justice. 

That the sum of two millions of doNars be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated out of any moneys in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of enabling the 
President to take measures for securing a speedy and hon 
orable peace with the Republie of Mexico, tor the satistae 
tory adjustment of all matters in controversy, and for the 
definitive establishment of the territorial boundaries between 
the two nations. 

Mr. WILMOT moved an amendment, to add at 
the end of Mr. McK ay’s modified biil the follow- 
ing: 

Provided, That, as an express and fundamental condition 
to the acquisition ofany territory fromthe Republic ot Mexico 
by the United States, by virtue of any treaty whieh may b 
negotiated between them, and to the us by the Executive 
of the moneys herein appropriated, neither slavery nor it 
voluntary servitude shail ever exist in any part of said tey 
tory, except for crime, whereof the party shall first be dt 
convicted, 

The first section of the bill was 
consideration, and, after some e 
amendment of Mr. Witmot 
amendment to this section. 

Mr. DOBBIN rose to a point of order. He 
contended that the amendment of the eentleman 
from Pennsylvania | Mr. Wi_mor] was notin order, 
the subject of slavery having no 
the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 
The bill (he stated) appropriated a certain sum of 
money to be putat the disposal of the President. 
It was certainly competent on the part of the 
House to adopta provision limiting the application 
of the money, and providing that it should be ap- 
plied only on certain conditions, 

Mr. DOBBIN appe iled from the deci ion. 

‘The question on the appeal was taken by tellers, 
and the decision of the ¢ 
ayes 92, noes 37. 

Thus the amendment was decided in order. 

Mr. WICK moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting therein after the word “ territory,” the 
words ** north of 36° 30’ north latitude.’’ 

The amendment to the amendment was disa- 
creed to—ayes 54, noes 89. 

The question recurring on the 
ment of Mr. Wiuxmor, tellers asked 
ordered; and, the question being taken, it 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 83, noes 64. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. PERRY, of Maryland, offered an amend- 
ment; which was rejected. 

Mr. CONSTABLE offered the following: 

Provided, That no part of said sum shall be paid to Mex- 
ico for any relinquishiment of her pretensions to the coun 
try east of the Rio del Norte: An previded a'so, ‘That no 
part of said sum shall be paid except in fair and honorable 
negotiation with the constituted auihorities of Mexico, and 
especially that it shall not be employed to seduce any Mex 
ican from his lawful allegiance : wind provided also, Vhatuo 
part thereof shall be used in payment to Mexico for reiin- 
quishing any couatry Which bas been or may be conquered 
by the American arms, unless Mexico shall pay the expenses 
of the war: nd provided also, That no treaty shall be 
agrecd to by Which Mexico does not atone for the insults, 
wrongs, and aggressions commilted upon this Government, 
and payment tor the sp iation ot the property Ot our citi 


iich is alike consistent with 


still under 
the 


Was received as an 


miversatl 
nversation, 


connexion With 


lalirman Was sustained— 


’ 


original amend- 
wert and 


was 


zens: And provided ulso, That the President shall cause a 
detailed and particular statement and account of the ex- 
penditure thereof to be laid pefore Congress at the next 


session after the same is mice. 
Tellers were asked and refused; and, the ques- 
tion being taken, the amendment was rejected. 
Mr.G. DAVIS offered an amendment, providing 
that the sum hereby appropriated, or so much as 
necessary, be applied to the necessary expenses of 
|| negotiating a peace with Mexico whenever she 
offers to pay her indemnities, and to recognise the 
} true boundary between us, Rejected. 
The second section being under consideration, 


Mr. McHENRY moved to add a proviso, that 


this appropriation shall be paid out of the appro- | 
priation for the prosecution of the Mexican war. | 


| Rejected—ayes 36, noes not counted. 


Mr. HUNT, of New York, offered an amend- \\ 


| ment, to declare that the existing war with Mex- 
ico ought to be terminated as soon as a fair and 
honorable adjustment can be made, &c. Rejected. 


Mr. BELL, of Kentucky, offered an amend- 


much thereof as necessary, shall only be applied 





ment, providing that this appropriation, or so , 
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to the negotiation of a peace between the United 
States and Mexico. Rejected. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to add after the word 
‘‘ Mexico”’ the words * and by the United States.”” 
Rejected. 

The amendments having been gone through 
with, 

The question recurred on the substitute of Mr. 
J. R. Ineersons.. 

Mr. WLLMOT moved to amend the substitute 
by addine thereto the amendfnent in the precise 
) he had moved to the original bill (as 
above given. ) 

The question being taken by t llers, the amend- 


t was arreed to—aves 77, noes 58. 


form which 


mei 

And the question recurring on the substitute as 
amended, was taken, and decided in the negative, 
withouta 


division, 
o the substitute was re jected. 
No further amendments being in order, 


I} committee, on motion, rose and reported 


the message, torether with the bill, to the louse. 
ae bill was read a first and se ond time by its 
ttle. 
gs cae ; ; . 
And tl anestion being on ifs engvrossment, 


Mr. RATHBU 
the previous question. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 
7 veas and navs were asked and ordered on 


bie 
re sult d—yeas iD, 


N obtained the floor, and moved 


this question; and, being taken, 


nays 94, as follows: 
tarringer, 


YEAS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, 


Ba . Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Brockenbrough, Burt, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
( we, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Constable, Cranston, Cro 
zier, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dobbin, 
Dockery, Douglass, Dromgoote, Edwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, 


Gi Graham, Haralson, Harmanson, Hilliard, Hoge, Isaae 


E. Holmes, Hopkins, John W. Houston, Edmund W. Hab 
ard. Hunter, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Seaborn 
Jones, Kaufman, Leake, La Sere, Long, Lumpkin, MeCler 
nand, McConnell, James McDowell, McHenry, McKay, 
John P. Martin. Barkley Martin, Morse, Payne, Pendleton, 


Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, Schenck, Alex 
ander D. Sims, L. H. Sims, Simpson, Stantyn, Stephens, 
Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, Toombs, Townes, 
Woodward, and Young 7 

NAYS—Meesrs. John Quiney Adams, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Benton, James Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, 
Buffingion, Win. W. Campbell, John TH. Campbell, Carroll, 


Jacob Trambo, 


Collin, Cummins, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, John 
H. Ewing, Faran, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gordon, Grider, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Henley, Diias 
B. Holmes, Hough, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washing 
ton Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoil, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Preston King, Leib, 
Lewis, Levin, Maclay, McClean, MeCtelland, MeCrate, 
Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, Moseley, Moulton, 
Niven, Norris, Owen, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ritter, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, 


Scammon, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert 
Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Strong, 
Sykes, Thomasson, Benjamin Thonipson, James Thomp 
son, Thurman, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wil 
liams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Woodworth, Wright, at d 


Yost—4, 

So the House 
table. 

[A message was received from the Pri sident of 
the United States, by J. K. Walker, Esq., his Pri- 
vate Secretary, informing the House of his appro- 
val and signature of sundry bills. ] 

The question recurring on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, was decided in the affirm- 
ative, and the main question was ordered; which 
main question was on ordering the bill to a third 
reading. 

Mr. WROMGOOLE called for the reading of the 
bill entire; which was read. 

Mr. D. demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Before th@Clerk proceeded to call the roll, 

Mr. WICK asked to be excused from voting, 
and offered reasons as follows: 

He said he was decidedly friendly to the appro- 
priation contained in the bill, and desired to vote 
for it. It was necessary (Mr. W. said) to bring 
back peace—honorable peace—to the country. 
For this purpose it was asked by the Executive. 
He could not vote against that object. But the bill 
went further, and advertised the country, Mexico, 
and the world, that, in making peace with Mexico, 
we were, as a matter of course, to acquire & por- 


Smith, 


| 


refused to lay the bill on the 


s 


Se 
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tion of her territory, nolens volens. In anticipation 


of this event, the bill provides in advance what 
lay may not existin the territory thus to be ac- 
quired, “Mi id he hoped we mt rht acquire 
ti tory upon making peace with Mexico. hie 
had little doubt but that our prowess In arms 
would brine about a peace, aterm of which would 
pu ibiy be a eession of territory. But to enact 
at law declaring this objeet betore nNervotations 
were pendin or pro ositions for a cession of ter- 
ritory made, is n t merely counting our chickens 


1 | y . ; 
itched, but even before the evrs 


i laid This, he submitted, was in bad taste. 
Wi may nd Mr. W.) very properly have COn- 
fil re Im oul power to enforce peace and ace sion 


‘ritory; but to enact such design into a Jaw 


is nrrovant and indecen 


beme taken, was decided in the 


Phe question 


so the House refused him. 


to excuse 


BARRINGER and Mr. GRIDER respect- 
ively asked to be e» ed from voting; and, after 
some remarks, withdrew the motion. 

‘The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment, and decided in the aflirmative—yeas &5, nays 
4% { ) 

YEAS —Meeer lohn Quiney Adams, Anderson, Arnold, 
nh Frau lack, Brinkerhoil, Baftlington, Willian W. 
ca bell John Hl. Campbell, Carroll, Chipman, Collin, 
un i, Cunningham, Danlap, Edsall, Elsworth, Erdman, 
Paren, | ter, Fri Garvin, Gordon, Gnder, Grover, Ham 
lin, Hampton, Henley, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, Samuel D. 
Hu Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph 
R. Inger Jenkin James H. Johnson, Preston King 
[, renee, Leib, Lewis, Levin, Maclay, MeClean, MceClel 
land, MeCrate, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Morris, Moseley, 
AY ton, Nive Norris, Owen, Pollock, Rathbun, Ritter, 
Julius Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Scammon, Schenck, Sea 
man, Bevera Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Stark 
“ ther, Stewart, St. Jolbn, Strohm, Strong, Svkes, Thom 
it n, Benjamin Thompeon, James Thompson, Thurman, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Whit Williams, Wilmot, Win 
thi Wood, and Yost 

VAVS—Meeers. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
Brockenbiough, Burt, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Constable, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Drom 
go , John HH. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Fieklin, Gile 
Graham, Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Hilliard, Hoge, 
Isnac BE. Holmes, Hopkins, John W. Houston, Edmund W, 


iH ud, Hunt r, Joseph 
born Jones, K 


Andrew Johnson, Sea 
wifman, Leake, La Sere, Long, Lumpkin, 


Johnson, 


MeClernand, MeConnell, James McDowell, McHenry, J. P. 
Martin, Berkley Martin, Morse, Payne, Pendleton, Perry, 
Vr ps, Pillsbury. Ramsey, Reid, Rhett, John A. Rockwell, 


tunk, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 
. ' 


Stephens, Jacob Thomy , Tibbatts, ‘Toombs, Towns, 
Trumbo, Vinton, Woodward, Wright, and Young—79. 
House ordered the 
for a third readn 

And the quesuion be 


so the bill to be 


encrossed 


ing on the passage of the 


Mr. BRINKERHOFEF de 
question; which was : 
} 


manded the previous 
conded, und the main ques- 
tion was orde re 
Mr. (HOPKINS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were refused, 
Tellers were then called for and refused. 


And the question, ** Shall! this bill pa 3??? lye ing 


taken, by division of House, was decided in 
the a lirmative aves 87, noes 64. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. BRINKERLLOFF moved a reconsideration 
of the vote on the prea we of the bill; and on this 
he demanded t e prey ous ou tion, 

‘I yrevious qu stion was seconded; and the 
™m nial ion ori 1. 

Mr. TIBBAT rs demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted— 
yeas 70, navs S38—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, 
Ravly, Bedinger, Bell, Jame A. Black, 


Barringer, 
Bowlin, Bovd, 


Prockenbrough, Burt, John G, Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Constable, Cranstgn, Cro 
vier, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dobbin, Dockery, D we al Ed 
win H. Ewing, Ficklin, Foster, Giles, Graham, Haralson, 


Harmanson, Hilliard, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, 
mund W. Hobard, Hunter, Joseph Johnson, Andrew John 
son, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Thomas Butler King, La 
Sere, Long, Lumpkin, MeClernand, MeConmell, James Me 
Dowell, Mcllenry, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Mar 
tin, Payne, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, 
Runk, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Stephens, 
Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Toombs, Towns, Woodward, 
and Young-—70, 

NAY S— Messrs. John Quincy 
Ashmun, Benton Blanchard, 
liam W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Cocke, Col 
lin, Cummins, Cunningham, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, 
Erdman, Faran, Fries, Garvin, Gordon, Grider, Grinnell, 
Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Henley, Elias B. Holmes, 
Hough, Join W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, James H. 
johnson, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, Maclay, McClean, Me- 


Hopkins, Ed 


Adams, Anderson, Arnold, 
Brinkerhott, Butlington, Wil 


Clelland, 
Moseley, 
Rathbun, 
mon, 


Mimit 


MeCrate, 
Moulton, 
Ritter, 


Schenck, 


Melivaine, 
Niven, 


Marsh, Mitler, Morris, 
Norris, Owen, Pollock, Ramsey, 
Juhus Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Scam 
Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert 
, Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Strohin, Strong 
#, Benjamin Thompson, Janes Thompson, Wentworth, 
Visite, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, and 


Y ost—83. 
So the House refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was ee 
SENDING THE BILL 
Mr. SIMS, of South ¢ 


Svh 


THE 


; bitsy rose and inquired 


SENATE. 


whether, under the 16th joint rule of the two 
Houses, this bill could be sent to the Senate with- 
out a suspension of the rule? 


Te read the rule in the words followine: 


‘No bill that shall have passed one House shall be sent 
for concurrence to the other on either of the three last days 
of the session.’ 


The SPEAKER would state 
from South Cerolina 


nota new que s 


to the gentleman 
and the House, that this was 
tion to him. His attention had been 
called to it within a few days, in anticipation of the 
probability Until recently, he 
had supposed that not only a suspension of the rule 
iry, but that such suspension would re- 
i vote of two-thirds to send a bill to the Sen- 
ate within the sion. He 
was, however, led belief, from the exami- 
n n of nished him b y the Clerk, 
<"ee tt this loint rule on be suspended by a major- 
itv: the House could not suspe nd its own rules by 
am ijority, but the joint action of the two Houses 
could suspend and set aside a joint rule by a ma- 
‘arity of each Hlouse. 5 

Mr. SIMS. Is it not necessary that this House 
shall suspend and the Senate suspend before the 
bill can be sent? 

The SPEAKER. It is of course. 

Mr. SIMS then moved a suspension of the rule 
to pe rmit the bill to be sent to the Senate. 

Mr. TIBBATTS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 7 

The question was taken by tellers, and the vote 
was—ayes 78, noes 64. 

So the House, on its part, agreed to suspend the 
rule. 


of its coming up. 


Was necess 
quire 
last three days of the ses 
to the : 
precedents fu 


MINERAL 
Mr. ASHMUN moveda 


LANDS. 


suspension of the rules, 
him to report, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, a bill to establish a land office in the 
northern part of Michigan, and to provide for the 
sale of the mineral lands in Michigan and Wis- 
con sin. 

Considerable conversation followed as to what 
had taken place in the committee, 

Mr. MeCLERNAND, thechairman,and others, 
controverting the having or- 
de re d the 

The ques 


to suspend the rules. 


THE MADISON PAPERS. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the House re- 
ive itse if into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, vith a view to move to take 
up the bill for the purchase of the manuscript 
Tadison. } 
The motion was not pressed for the moment, 
and 
Mr. MeKAY remarked that the House was 
aware that two important appropriation bills were 
now pending bet ween the two Houses. They 
had luring the day to come to some 
acreement; they had agreed only in part upon the 
naval appropriation bill. In regard to the civil 
and diplomatic bill, he had attempted three times 
to have with the Committee on Con- 
ference of the Senate, but had been unable to do 
been engaged in Executive 
The y were to meet to-morrow morning. 
So it was obvious that no agreement could be ar- 
rived at before to-morrow, and the report of the 
conferees would be enrolled, and (the two Houses 
curring therein) there would - nothing to do 
ae that the bill should be signed by the Speaker. 
He therefore begged leave to appeal to gentlemen 
that a quorum of the House remain here until 
Monday morning, so that the public business could 
be finished. If you go off, said he, these impor- 
tant bills will be defeated, and the wheels of the 


to ¢ nable 


fact of the committee 
report of this bill. 


tion being taken, the House refused 


vaners of James I 


ende wwored ¢ 


a conference 


so, the Senate having 


session, 


Government will be stopped, 

Mr. MeK., in conclusion, submitted a motion, 
that, when the House adjourn, 
eight o’clock Monday morning. 


they adjourn to 
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The motion was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the motion of ae. 
DROMGOOLE, was taken, and decid dj 
negative, 

Mr. HARAL SON asked leave to mal 
from the Committee - Military Affairs. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Can the report be made w} 
out a suspension of the rules ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative, 

Mr. SCHENCK. I object, then; the Hy 
would not allow are port to be made from the C 
mittee on Public Lands, and I obj ject to thi 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
Mr. KING, of New York, moved carp { 
House proceed to the consideration of priv 


rea rep 


| from the Senate. 


The question being taken—no quorum vote: 
And, on motion, the House adjourned at , 
minutes to eleven o’clock. 


IN SENATE 
Monpay, .dugust 10, 1846. 

The bill providing for the payment of claims 
French spoliations prior to the year 1800 was 
turned to the Senate with the reasons assigned |, 
the President for withholding his approval 
from. The following is the Message: 

WaAsHineTon, Jugust 8, 1846. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

I return to the Senate, in which it originate 
the bill entitled ** An act to provide for the as 
tainment and satisfaction of claims of Ame; 
citizens for spoliations committed by the Fr 
prior to the 31st of July, 1801,” which was pre- 
sented to me on the 6th instant, with my o| 
tions to its becoming a law. : 

In attempting to give the bill the careful exami. 
nation it require 8, difficulties presented themselves 
in the outset, from the remoteness of the period 1 
whieh the claims belong, the complicated nature 


they 
there 


of the transactions in which they originated, and 
the protracted negotiations to which they led he- 
tween France and the United States. The s| 


time intervening between the passage of the bi] | 
Congress, and the approaching close of thi ir 
sion, as well as the pressure of other official duties, 
have not pe vedic me to extend my exami: 
of the subject into its minute details. But, in t 
consideration that [ have been able to give to it, | 
find objections of a grave character to its provis- 
ions. 
For the satisfaction of the elaims provided f 

it is proposed to ap propriate five millions of d 
lars. I can perceive no legal or equitable gi 
upon which this appropriation can rest. ‘A pe 
tion of the claims have been more than |} 
century before the Government, in its executive 
or legislative de partments, and all of them had 
their origin in events which occurred prior to 1860) 
Since 1802, they have been from time to time 
before Congress. No greater necessity or propri- 
ety exists for providing for these claims at t 
time than has, existed for near half a century; 
during all which period this questionable measu! 
has never, until the present time, received t 
favorable conside ration of Congress. It is scareé 
ly probable, if the claim had been regarded as 
obligatory upon the Government, or constitu 
an equite ible demand upon the treasury, that those 
who were contemporaneous with the events which 
fave rise to it, should not long since have done 
justice to the claimants. The treasury has often 
‘been in a condition to enable the Government to 
do so without inconvenience, if the claims had 
been considered just. Mr. Jefferson, who was 
fully cognizant of the early dissensions between 
the Government of the United States and France, 
out of which the claims arose, in his Annual 
Message in 1808 adverted to the large surplus then 
in the treasury, and its ‘* probable accumulation,” 
and inquired whether it should lie ** unproductive 
in the public yaults;”’ and yet these claims, thoug 
then before Congress, were not recognised or paid 
Since that, the public debt of the Revolution and 
of the war of 18]2 has been extinguished, and at 
several periods since the treasury has been in pos- 
session of large surplusses over the demands upon 
it. In 1836, the surplus amounted to many 
lions of dollars, and, for want of proper hice sts 
to which to apply it, it was directed by Congress 
to be deeniaal with the States. 

During this extended course of time—embracing 
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neriodseminently favorable for satisfying all just de- 
wands upon the Government, the claims embraced 
s bill met with no favor in Congress, beyond 


reports of committees, in one or the other 


Lraneh. ‘These circumstances alone are calculated 
-, vaise strong doubts in re spect to these claims; 
d especially as all information necessary to a 
rect judgment concerning them has been long 
hefore the public. These doubts are strengthened 
‘» my mind by the examination I have been en- 
abled to give to the transaction in which they 
jommate d. ; 
The bill assumes that the United States have be- 
come liable in those ancient transactions, to make 
»yaration to the claimants for injuries committed 
iy France. Nothing was obtained for claimants 
hy negotiation; and the bill assumes that the Gov- 
ernment has become many ways responsible for 
The limited time allowed me, before 
your adjournment, makes it impossible to reiterate 
e facts and arguments by which, in preceding 
Congresses, these claims have been successfully 
esisted. ‘The present is a period particularly un- 
favorable for the satisfaction of claims of so laree 
umamount, and, to say the least of them, of so | 
doubtful a character. There is no surplus in the 
treasury. A public debt of several millions has 
been created within the last few years. We are 
engaged in a foreign war, uncertain as to its dura- 
tion, and involving heavy expenditures; to prose- 
eute which war, Congress has, at its present ses- 
sion, authorized a further loan. So that, in effect, 
the Government, should this bill become a law, 
would have to borrow money and increase the 
public debt to pay these claims. It is trve that, by 
the provisions of the bill, payment is directed to 
be made in Jand scrip instead of money, but the 
effect upon the treasury will be the same. The 
public lands constitute one of the sources of public 
revenue, and if these claims be paid in land scrip, 
it will, from the date of the issue, to a great extent, 
cut off from the treasury the annual income from 
the sale of public lands; because payments for the | 
lands sold by the Government may be expected to 
be made in serip until it is all redeemed. If those 
‘ialns be just, they ought to be paid in money, 
and nothing less valuable. The bill provides that 
they shall be paid in land scrip, whereby they are 
in effect to be a mortgage upon the public lands in 
the new States—a mortgage, too, held in great part, 
if not wholly, by non-residents of the States in 
which the lands lie, who may secure these lands 
to the amount of several millions of acres, and then 
demand for them exorbitant prices from the citi- 
zens of other States, who may desire to purchase 
them for settlement, or they may keep them out 
of the market, and thus retard the prosperity and 
growth of the States in which they are situated. 
Why this unusual mode of satisfying claimants 
upon the treasury has been resorted to, does not 
appear, I®is not consistent with a sound public 
policy. If it be done in this case, it may be done 
in all others. It will form a precedent for the sat- 
islaction of all other stale and questionable claims, 
and would undoubtedly be resorted to by all claim- 


these claims. 


ants, who, after successive trials, shall fail to have || 


their claims recognised and paid in money by Con- | 
gress, 

The bill proposes to pay five millions of dollars, 

tobe paid in land scrip, and provides ** that no 

claim or memorial shall be received by the com- | 
missioners” authorized by the act, unless accom- 
panied by a release or discharge of the United 
“tates from all other and further compensation than 
the claimant may be entitled to receive under the 
provision of the act.’’? These claims are estimated 
to amount to a much larger sum than five millions 
of dollars, and yet the claimant is required to re- 
‘case to the Government all other compensation, 
ind to accept his share of a fund known to be in- 
ade quate, 

If these claims be well founded, it would be unjust 
to the claimants to repudiate any portion of them, 
and the remaining sum could hereafter be resisted. 
Lhe bill proposes to pay these claims not in the 
currency known to the Constitution, and not to 
their full amount. 

Passed, as this bill has been, near the close of 
the session, and when many measures of import- 
“nee necessarily demand the attention of Congress, 
and possibly without that full-and deliberate con- 
“ideration which the large sum it appropriates and 
the existing state of the treasury and of the coun- 
try demand, I deem it to be my duty to withhold | 


| complish such a duty. 


| gress. 


| duty as this. 
Congress possessed for understanding the cases ' 


| for witnesses, or of examining testimony. 
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my approval, that it may hereafter undergo the 
revision of Concress I have 


clusion with regret. In interposing my objections 


come to this con- 


to its becoming a law, Iam truly sensible that it 
should be an extreme case which would make it 
the duty of the Executive to withhold his approval 
of any bill passed by Congress upon the «round of 





its expediency alone. Such a 
to be. JAMES K. POLK. 

The message having been read— 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON rose and said, it was the 
first instance, he believed, in the history of this 
Republic, in which the Presideut of the United 
States had interposed his veto to the passage of a 


‘ase I consider this 


bill which involved no constitutional principh , no 
question of constitutional right, but whieh was 
founded entirely upon the ground of expediency. 
It was the first instance in which an Executive 
veto had been applied to what might properly be 
considered a private bill upon any ground what- 
ever. It wasthe first instance in which an execu- 
tive Chief Magistrate, after acknowledging his im- 
perfect acquaintance with the subject, after freely 
confessing that he had not extended his examina- 
tion very minutely into the subject, had ventured 
the opinion that a measure of this de eription, 
which had passed the two Houses of Congress, 
wasa measure of doubtful character, and ought not 
to become a law, thus rendering any further appli- 
cation on the part of those having claims within the 
provisions of the act during his Administration 
utterly hopeless. This opened a new chapter— 
was the beginning of a new volume in the history 
of Executive proceedings, which, he would under- 
take to maintain, transcended anything that was 
ever heard of before, or that was ever contemplated 
by the Constitution. Mr. Madison, in giving his 
impressions in regard to this power of withholding 
the Executive assent from bills which had passed 
Congress, declared that its primary object was to 


| enable the Executive to defend itself ; and he after- 


wards added, that unless it were for this, and to 
prevent the passage of une onstitutional measures 
on the part of Congress, it would never have been 
tolerated. Durine the administration of Mr, Jef- 


| ferson there was not a single instance in which the 


veto power was exercised; nor was it exercised 


| durine the administration of the elder or of the 


younger Adams. Mr. Jefferson’s opinion he sup- 


| posed might be referred to upon this subject as that 


of the ancient Democracy, one of w hose eardinal 
principles was hostility to Executive encroachment 
and curtailment of Executive power; modern Dem- 
ocracy, however, proce¢ ded somewhat differently, 
seeking by all possible and practicable means to 
increase the Executive power. 

It must be abundantly evident that the framers 
of the Constitution never contemplated extending 
the exercise of the veto power to such cases as the 
one now before them. If it could properly be ex- 
tended to such cases, then it might be extended to 
every case of a mere private claim. And if it wera 
the duty of the President of the United States to 
revise the action of Congress in reference to all 
private claims, it must occur to every man that a 
duty would devolve upon him which it would be 
impossible for him to perform. No man could ac- 
If the President were the 
most laborious, the most industrious man that ever 
entered public life, it would be impossible that he 
could thoroughly examine and understand the 
merits of one-half the acts that pass through Con- 
The framers of the Constitution could 
never have intended to impose upon him such a 
Besides, none of the facilities which 


He had no power of sending 
This 
was the first instance, as he said before, in which 
this power had been wrested from its legitimate 
uses and applied ‘to a case utterly foreign to its ap- 
plication; and he hoped it would be thre last. 

The President of the United States, in his veto 
message, rested his objections, first, upon the 
cround that the subject had been presented to the 
two Houses of Congress at different times for a 
period of more than forty years; and that there 
were two occasions within that time when there 
was asurplus in the treasury; and inferred from 
this that the claims were not just, or else the Gov- 
ernment would have recognised them at those pe- 
riods, when there was a surplus. What sort of a 

lea in bar was this to be set up by the Govern- 
ment against a claimant, that because they had not 


were civen to him. 
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paid it when they h id the mone y, therefore it inust 


be presumed to be unjust? How would such a 
plea sound as between individuals in a suit at law? 
Suppose a man were to ple t that he had paid 
tine debt, but that twi e since it had accrued he had 
bee ible to pay, therefore it must have been an 
unjust debt, otherwi e he w 1 have paid it: 
what would be th rht of such a plea as this? 
And was the pl uy | when set up on the 
part of the Government? It was infinitely worse, 
because It Was a wro} 1 ised upon ifs own 
citizens, Whom it w bound to proteet. The ob- 


ction made 
f the el 


by the Preside: 


1d set torth & 


rainst the justice 
s the promine nt 
reason why he deemed them to be que 
or, to use his own languare, of a doubtful charac- 
ter, Was one wh h could not be sust ‘ined, 

In one part of the mess e the ol jection was 
that the claims were not ju nd therefore oucht 
not to be paid; and in another part that the Gov- 
ernment was called upon to pay too much; while 
in another part still the objection was that the y 
were not called upon to pay enou 
Why not let them decide that matter for 
themselves? If they were willing to give a dis- 
charge of their whole claim, why should the Presi- 
deut obje ct? Another ol jection was, that the 
pas save of a bill of this descr ption would prevent 
the settlement of the new States. Why, it would 
have, so far as he was capable of understanding it, 


could Hot pose 


aims, the n, i 


stronat le, 


eh to those cred- 


ors. 


precisely thre opposite eflect. He 
sibly conceive how there could be any plausibility 
in such an objection as this. He was aware of 
the anxiety of the Senate to despatch the remain- 
ine business: he knew that their hours were lim- 
ited; he would forbear therefore any further com- 
mentary upon this message; earnestly hoping, 
however, that not only the attention of Senators 
but the attention of the whole American people 
would be drawn to this subject, involving consider- 
ations, as it did, transcending, far transcending the 
amount involved in the bill. 

There was one other objection which he must 
be allowed to advert to in conclusion, and it was, 
that the exposition of 
claims was unfavorable to them. In this the Presi- 
dent was entirely mistaken, as had been demon- 
strated on a former occasion. 

Mr. ALLEN said there was not now sufficient 
time for debating this question, if it were debatable. 
The only thing he proposed to do was to read a 
brief passage from Jefferson’s Manual. 

{Mr. A. read from the Manual, wherein it is 
stated that, when a member has a prominent tn- 
terest in a question before the House, he shall 
abstain from voting, and shall not address the 
House upon the subject. | 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON desired to know to 
whom the Senator intended to apply his quotation ? 
Did he suppose that any member of that body was 
interested in these claims ? 

Mr. ALLEN said it was only for him to read 
the rule, and for others to apply it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The Senator then intends to 
insinuate that there is somebody interested ? 

Mr. ALLEN. I mean only to read the public 
law relative to legislative bodies. This I havea 
right to do; and, if there be any one present who 
is interested, he can apply it to himself. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose to address the Senate, but 
cave way temporarily for a motion by Mr. FAIR- 
FIELD in relation to the naval appropriation bill, 
which it was necessary should be sent back to the 
House. 

The amendments of the House to the bill were 
then taken up for consideration; w hen, 

On motion of Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON, 

The Senate receded from its eighth amendment, 
and insisted on its ninth amendment. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose, and said that he very 
much wished for an opportunity to discuss at 
leneth, and in a manner which the gravity of the 
subject demanded, this second veto of the session. 
He had wished also to take some appropriate op- 
portunity to discuss the principles of the first veto; 
but he was conscious that the moments were fly- 
ing, and that there were still important matters to 
be disposed of. He had wished, also, before 
leaving his seat there, if an opportunity had been 
afforded him, to review at some length, not so much 
for the Senate as for the country, the events of this 
extraordinary session of Congress; for that it was 
extraordinary, its results would show. At present, 
however, he would forbear. An occasion would soon 


contemporaneous these 
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offer, not in an official character, but while ming- 
ling among his fellow-citizens throughout the coun- 
trv. le would there express 
large. At present, he could do no more than pro- 
test arainat this veto, against the pring iple, as being 


his sentiments at 


a new and alarming extension of Executive au- 
thority, not jusufied, not countenanced, finding no 


precedent, ho apology, inany previous exercise of 


Executive power unde r this Constitution. In the 
next pl ie, he prote sted acainst it as inconclusive » 
as weak even in its reasoning, by which the results 
are attempted to be arrived at 

In the next place, he protested against it as an 
act of sreat and eryine injustice to a great number 
of persons who had appealed to the justice of the 
d who were now 
rep pated for appivine at dl, and told that, be- 


(rovernment of the country, at 
Te ‘ } i ' , . {, hs 

cau they had not received justice for such a cone 
siderable number of years, they were now preciu- 
al sf bi d this 


other quarter, he should characterize it in terms 


intimation proceeded from any 


which it would not be proper to use upon this Oce- 


“ASTON. 

iie would forbear from saving more: but it did 
annear to hhiim that the principle nt S « e Was 
da rero Wo aquestion of constitutional law had 
arysen: no question of the rivhis or the relative 
power of the different brat hes of the Government 
had arisen. The claims were in their nature 
privat’ claims: they had been invest ed bv the 


two Houses of Concress, through their commit- 
tees, and allowed; and yet the chief executive 
officer of the Government, without examination, 
and without an opportunity for examination, 
interposed his veto. It was a case which called 
for discussion, and which : nah 1 hi discussion. 
At present, he must only content Se lf with re- 
cording his vote in favor of the bill. 

Mr. BEN’ —e addressed the Senate at consid- 
erable le: in vindication of the veto, and in 
opposition to the claims. 
in the Appendix. | 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would not detain 
the Senate by roing into an areument on the va- 
lidity of these claims against the Government. He 
would net now attempt to show that there was, or 
that there was not, a war which affected these 
cCiaima. The eround on W hich he placed the que se 
tion was, that, whether there was a war or not— 
whether the Government of the United States felt 


[The speech wall appear 


itself bound to go into a conftiict or not— leaving 
these questions all out of view—his proposition 
was, that when two nations had agreed on the 
subject of their janticn waa validity, and had de- 
cided the question of liability, war did not affect 
that decision. When the United States Govern- 
ment sent ministers to France, the y were instruct- 

1 to require that these claims should be satisfied, 
and they did so. It was after this demand that the 
differences between the two Governments arose. 
The French Government admitted the justice of 
the claims, but avowed its inability to meet them. 
The United States ministers then determined to 

‘ave the question open. ‘They did so. A treaty 
was subsequently re atified: and the second article 
having been stricken out by Napoleon, the claims 

e thus leftopen. The Government of the United 
Snioten tn thanedhasetsemind trandiatirinadae. Itis not 
the question, W hether the United States felt them- 
selves bound to eo to war or not. It is, whether 
this debt is due, and if the United States Govern- 
ment, having thus surrendered the claims, is not 
bound in justice, and according to the laws of na- 
tions, to satisfy them. The claims had been given 
up by our Government—whether for a valuable 
a nsideration or not, did not affect the quesuon— 
and it was bound by its own act. 

He regretted that there was not now time to go 
fully into the question. Like the Senator from 
Massachusetts, however, he would enter his pro- 
test against the principle laid down in the message, 
which was equally applic ‘able to every private 
clam. He had hoped that bills of this class wou ld, 
it least, have been exe mipte d from the fatal opera- 
tion of Executive objections. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he would take but a mo- 
ment to state what was the true question. It was 
not that the Gevernment of the United States did 
not prosecute the war with sufficient energy. It 
was not whether it was its duty to have gone into 
a quasi or an actual war. It was this: whether 
the Government had not, for some obje et connected 

ith its public policy, taken the property of these 
claimants for its own benefit—appropriated this 





debt to its own use. We made a treaty with 
France, by which she allowed twenty-five millions 
of frances ($5,000,000) for spoliations on our com- 
merece. Congress authorized a tribunal to meet 
here, and investivafe these claims, and make dis- 
tribution of the indemnity. What did that tribunal 
do? It decided that the United States had relin- 
quished these claims against France—had released 
the French Government from all obligation; so 
that, while all the other classes of claimants came 
in for the benefits of their award, these claimants 
were left out. 

Mr. DIX made a few remarks in opposition to 
the claims. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he should merely, 
in behalf of such of his constituents as were claim- 
ants, enter for them his protest against the prin- 
ciples on which this veto was defended; and he 
trusted that the bill would be passed, the Pres- 
ident’s objections to the contrary notwithstanding. 
‘The reasons given in justification of the act were 
not less extraordinary than the act itself. If the 
President es take it on himself to veto a private 
bill of this charac ,hef eared that there vas cre at 
danger lest our whole legislation may become Ex 
ecutive leo} . 

Mr. J.M.CLAYTON. The se claims had been 

ustained by Chief Justice Marshall, by Napoleon, 
by all our ministers who cad been envared in 
them, and by James Madison. One word more. 
The task of reporting this bill had been imposed 
upon him. It properly belonged to the Senator 


siation 


from Massachusetts, whose other avoeations inter- 
posed to prevent him from acting. I (said Mr. 
C.) have performed the task to the best of my 
ability. I will only add, that the citizens of the 
State I represent are less interested in this bill than 
those of any other State. ‘There is no connexion 
of mine—no being in whose veins flows a drop of 
my Llood who holds any interest in these claims. 
I have been forced to the conclusion which 1 have 
reached, by a conviction that the claims of these 
citizens against the Government are as clear and 
indisputable as any which have ever been before 
Coneress 

And the question being put, “Shall this bill 
pass, notwithstanding the objections of the Pres- 
ident?’’ it was decided by yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: Yeas 27, nays 15. 

There not being two-thirds in the affirmative, 
the bill did not pass. 

The Committees of Conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses upon the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, the naval appropia- 
tion bill, &e., respec - ly made reports, which 
were agreed to, and the bills were passed. 

The bill making an appropriation for the settle- 
ment of the claims of the State of Alabama against 
the United States, was passed. 

The bill to establish certain post routes was 
taken up, amended, and passed. 

° NEGOTIATION WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. LEWIS moved that the Senate take up for 
consideration the bill from the House entitled **An 
act making further provision for the expenses at- 
tending the intercourse between the United States 
and foreign nations,” and demanded the yeas and 
nays upon his motion. 

Mr. BREESE. Will the Senator withdraw his 
motion long enough to allow me to make a report? 

Mr. LEWIS. I cannot consent to withdraw the 
motion for any purpose whatever. 

The question being put, the motion prevailed, 
upon a division: Ayes 19, noes 10. 

The bill, having been read a first and second 
time, being then before the Senate as in committee 
of the whole—- 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the preamble. 

Amendments to the enacting clauses of the bill 
were decided to be first in order. 

Mr. LEWIS then moved to strike out the pro- 
viso which had been added to the bill in the House 
»f Representatives, and which is as follows : 

“Provided, That, as an express and fundamental condition 
of the acquisition ofany territory from the Republic of Mexi- 
co by the United States, by virtue of any treaty which may 
be negotiated between them, and to the use by the Execu- 
tive of any moneys herein appropriated, neither slavery nor 


involuntary servitude shall ever exist in any part of said | 


territory, except for crime, whereof the party shall first be 
duly convicted.” 


Mr. DAVIS said he should like to hear some 
reason assigned for striking out this proviso. 

Mr. LEWIS said there was no time now for 
giving 1.easons or making explanations. 


| pose? It has been intimated that it was to be a 
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Mr. DAVIS observed that this seem, d 
legislating under a high degree of 
He then proceeded to examine the details 
bill. It proposed first, as he understood jt 
propriate thirty thousand dollars for the pury, 


steam-nre > 


negotiating with Me xico, and afterwards jr , = 
posed to add two millions of dollars for nae 
like the same purpose. He inquired why : 
necessary that there should be a enorme . 
propriation of two millions of dollars for the py». 
pose of negotiating a treaty with Mexico? pH, 
asked, and he thought he had Some rieht to de. 
mand, some explanation of a provision of 
description, when it was clearly understood 

and everywhere throughout this country that 
United States was not the debtor of Mexico: 
she had no pecuniary claims upon this eounsy 
whatever. On the contrary, it was alleved as , - 
of the reasons why this c ountry should mak 
against that R epublic , that she was laree ly indebted 


to the United States. A refusal on her part 1, 
make prompt payment of those debts was a 
as one of the causes for the hostility w} 
exists. Itwasalleged that Mexico had refused | 
us that justice which was due to us from her, and 
that therefore the war was undertaken in order ¢ 
compel her to do justice. What, then, were 1 
two millions of dollars wanted for? Ce rtainly not 
for the purpose of cancelling any obligation exi 
ine between us and her. What, then, is its m 


tg 





propriated for the purpose of acquiring additional 
territory; and, if he could understand another see- 
tion of the bill rightly, (he meant that one whi 
was now proposed to be stricken out,) that w 


3 


the object. If the clause which it was proposed 
should be stricken out had any si; enific ation ata 
it clearly showed that the object of the appropria- 


tion was the acquisition of territory. He 
anxious to see the difficulty now existing between 
this country and the Republic of Mexico adjusted, 
and if any gentleman, either here or elsewhe: 
would show that this sum of two millions of do 
lars was necessary to accomplish that object, 
would very cheerfully vote for it. But, perce 

no such necessity to exist, he was ‘nece: 
obliged to suppose that other objects md 
views were entertained, and that it was not for | tl 
purpose of settling the controversy between the 
two-countries in regard to the boundary of Texas 
What, then, was its object? They were forced 
unavoidably to the conclusion that it was an appro- 
priation for the purpose of acquiring territory. And 
of what possible utility, he asked, was it to the 
United States to acquire further accessions of ter- 


| ritory? How long was it since the question of 


the annexation of ‘Texas had ceased to agitate the 
public mind? How long was it since the public 
feeling had been manifested upon this point, t! 

the boundary of the United States had been ex- 
tended as far as it was desirable that itshould at 


| present be extended ? 


[A message from the House of Representatives 
was here delivered. | 

Mr. D. resuming, said: I am entirely aware, 
Mr. President, that this is not the time nor the 
season for debating que stions of this magnitude. 
It would have been much better if the question 
had been presented at an earlier period of the ses- 
sion to the consideration of Congress, that it might 
have Yeceived a suitable degree of consider: atic 

Sut [ return to the inquiry, why should this « caies 
be stricken out? The House of Representatives 
has seen fit to insert in the bill that, if there be an 
acquisition of territory, involuntary servitude shall 
not exist within that territory. Now, I should like 
to hear some reasons, if there be any, whyit should 
exist. I should like to hear some good and su 
cient reason, such as would satisfy the country. 

{A message was here received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States. ] 

I was saying, Mr. President, that I would be 
elad to hear some good and sufficient reason whiy 
this provision should not remain in the bill, in case 
an acqusition of territory is to be made. Where's 
the ambition of this country, of this Government, 
going to lead us? What is going to be acquired? 
WwW hy,i it has been stated as a matter of public rumor 
that we are to acquire California; that that region 


of country is to be attached to the United States, 
' and a new batch of States to be constituted. Now, 


I ask on what foundation does the supposition rest 
that it will be agreeable to Mexico to negotiate for 
the surrender of California? Is any gentleman 
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pre nared to state to us that there has been any 
intimation on the part of the Government of the 
Re ai lic of Mexico : ?adesire to part with any por- 
ron of her territory? Ihave he ard of none, sir. On 
the contrary, there has seemed at all times to be a 
very anxious desire existing in that country to 
maintain its integrity as it is. Sir, I think this 
jisposition has prevailed throughout every trans- 
action. I have noticed recently that there has 
heen some att empt made to ne; gotiate with one of 
the provinces of Mexico that is said to be in astate 
of revolt—I mean Yucatan. The answer was a 

rular one. It was, if Iam correctly informed, 
ie that they had no disposition to relinquish the 
‘connexion Which they had with Mexico, as to 
‘the integrity of the nation. ‘They chose still to 


‘recognise Mexican jurisdic tion as extending over 
‘their whole territory. Well, that is very sig- 
nificant. Now, 1 desire to know if there is any 


formation-—-—— 

Mr. LEWIS hoped the Senator would allow 
him to make a suggestion. ‘They had but twenty 
minutes of their existence remaining. If the Sen- 

or desired to make a speec h upon this subject, he 
hoped he would have no objection to the introduc: 

on of a resolution for rescinding the one by which 
Congress had ¢ agreed to adjourn at twelve o’clock 
this day. 

Mr. DAVIS. 

Mr. LEWIS. 
the resolution ? 


Mr. DAVIS. 


I shall occupy but-a few minutes. 
Will you allow me to introduce 


After I have finished. 

Mr. LEWIS. But it will then be too Jate. 

Mr. DAVIS. I promise the gentleman that I 
wii! stop before the time for adjournment arrives. 

Mr. LEWIS. The other House may adjourn 
In the meantime, 

{A message was here received from the House. ] 

Mr. DAVIS resumed. It is impossible, Mr. 
President, under the circumstances which exist, to 
discuss this question; it is impossible to reason 
upon it, in consequence of these frequent interrup- 
tions; but, sir, | protest (and, as far as my own 
vote is concerned, it shall not prevail) against the 
proposition now made to amend the bill. I am 
quite satisfied with that provision of the bill as it 
stands, and if it had been originally introduced 
here, it would, if the bill is to pass, have my 
approbation; if there is to be an accession or ac- 
quisition of territory, that provision should be 
appended to the bill, and made a part of it. His 
friends from the southern country could not cer- 
tainly consider it at all offensive towards them that 
- should be in favor of retaining it, or if he should 
y to them that they seemed to be a little am- 
tious in this matter. “The acquisition of territory 
on our southern limits redounded to their benefit 
altogether; the newly acquired territory ranged 
itself under their banner. Hlow many Senators 
were there even now who owed their seats to ac- 
cession of territory, made since the formation of 

» Union? There were at least eight or ten. 

i id while contemplating the acquisition of terri- 
tory extensive enough to furnish ten more States, 
I would like to know if their interest alone is to 
be consulted? If California is to be annexed, that 
vast region, comprehending one-third at least of the 
Mexican Republic, with institutions assimilating 
themselves to those of the Southern States of this 
Uni ton, I say it seems to me to be a matter which 
well deserves the attention of the free States, in 
o1 ‘der that the equipoise of power may not be com- 
pletely subverted and made to incline in favor of 
their ea friends. 

Mr. LEWIS. I would thank the gentleman to 
allow me to introduce this resolution. 

(Cries of ** No,’? “no,” **no,”’ on the left of the 
Chamber. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts yield the fleor? 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not, sir. I told the gentle- 
man I would conclude before the hour of adjourn- 
mentarrived. I have said, Mr. President, not all 
I desired to say—for I could desire to say a great 
deal upon this subject—but about all which the 
time will permit me to say. It is a matter preg- 
nant with consequences that are highly alarming 
to the country; it is a matter that will agitate the 
country from one end of it to the other » and it 
does seem to me that when you pass a bill of this 


desc ription, containing an appropriation of two 
millions of dollars 


‘ 





(A message was received from the President of | 


tie United States.] 








containing, Is ay, an apy yropris ition of two millions 
of dollars, for the purpose of accomplishing the 
restoration of peace by an ac quisition of territory, 
that it is tantamount to a declaration that no peace 
can be made until that territory is acquired. It is 
an expression here, in the face of the c ountry, thé at 
this war, begun as it was without occasion, as I 
think, is to be continued until this acquisition of 
territory is m: ade, be ita longer or a shorter period 
of time. Now, with all due deference to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, and all those who en- 
tertain a different opinion from myself on this sub- 
ject, Lam obliged to conelude—the conviction forces 
itself upon my mind—that if 
of this kind, you dec 
until the object which is here sic nified is aecom- 
nlished. Pass this bill, and the President of the 
United States will feel justified in prolonging the 
war until this object is accomplished, and this ad- 
ditional territory is eround that 
had given an opinion favorable to this 
view of the subiect. The etlect would be, in my 
judgment, to prolong this war, instead of hastening 
its conclusion. And this I say because I see no 
evidence here that the Republic of Mexico has 
made any advances which justify the conclusion 
that she 1s anxious to make this sort of settlement 
by a concession of territory. Well, how can I 
resist the conviction I have expressed, that the war 


you pass a measure 
lare that no peace is to be made 


acquired, on the 
Congress 


| is to be continued under the sanction of Congress. 


I am anxious for the reéstablishment of peace, and 
| unwilling that the question should be entangled 
with the question ef the acquisition of territory? 
| Let us meet the question promptly and fairly, and 
as speedily as possib ile. The sooner the better. 
| You have an army embodied, and you propose that 
that army shall prosecute the campaign 
Mr. LEWIS. It is needless for the gentleman 
to proceed any further 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts yield the floor? 
Mr. DAVIS. For a question of order. 
wise not. 
Mr. LEWIS. I merely wish to state the fact 
that the House has adjourne: d. 
[A final message from the House was here de- 
livered.] 
Mr. DAVIS (proceeding) said, I cannot too 
strongly impress upon your mind, Mr. President, 
and upon the minds of Senators, the view which 
I take of this subject. 
| Mr. McDUFFIE. I understand that the House 

has adjourned. I move, therefore, that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to; and 
the Senate, the hour of twelve having arrived, 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, and, after a short time, adjourned sine die. 








Other- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, -luczust 10, 1846. 

| In pursuance of the order of the House of Sat- 
urday evening last, the Speaker called the House 
to order at eight o’clock. 

The Journal of Saturday having been read, (in 
part,) was approved. 

Mr. KING, of New York, moved thatthe House 
proceed to the consideration of private bills from 
the Senate. 

No objection was made, and the House proceeded 
to that order of business. 

Sut no bill had been disposed of, when 

Mr. McKAY moved a joint resolution for the 
suspension of the following joint rule of the two 
Houses: 

“ Rule 17.—No bill or resolution that shall have passed 
the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall be pre- 
sented to the President of the United States, for his appro- 
bation, on the last day of the session.’’ 

Mr. G. DAVIS suggested that the resolution 
should be so amended as to specify the bills. 
| It was stated that it would be nearly impossible 
| to do this; and, after some further conversation, 
Mr. D. waiving his suggestion. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked and 
obtained leave to offer a resolution calling upon the 
| Secretary of War to lay before the House the re- 
| port of Messrs. Lewis & Butler, commissioners to 
| the wild Indians of the West, &c. Adopted. 


NAVY PENSIONS. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved ! 


mation. 
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itself into C ommittee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Cons in the chair.) and took up 
the amendment of the Senate to the navy pension 
bill, which appropriating $3,000 for 
the payment of invalid which, prior to 
1844, were paid out of the privateer pension fund 

Mr. MeKAY moved that the House non-con- 
cur in the amendment. 

The question was put and decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

And, on motion of Mr. 
avreed to rise and report. 

Mr. G. DAVIS rose and calle 

The CHAIRMAN de: 
the question having ided in the aflirma- 
tive, with no eall for a division. 

Vir. DAVIS objected to the 


ce edine, as 


artlde s . 
adds a section 


NeNSiIoONnsSs, 


McK AY, the committee 
d for a count. 

sided that it was too late, 
] een ade ( 
validity of the pro- 
present, and it 
on thig 


there was no quorum | 
‘it for the committee to act 
or any other sul ect, 

The CHAIR M AN repeated that the committee 
had disagreed with the amendment of the 
no division having been called, and that the Chair- 
man could not know 


ent or not 


was nol comp el 


Senate, 
whether a quorum was pres- 
unless by count. 

then rose and reported, 

And the question was propounded on ¢ 
in the report of the committee disag 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. G. DAVIS renewed his objection to the 
Vi lidity of the proc eedings of the committe e, al dd 
some further conversation occurred on this pont, 

It being finally agreed that a vote of the House 
would indicate whether a quorum was present, 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and, 
being taken, resulted—veas 84, nays 48. 

So the amendment of the Senate was non-con- 
curred in. 

REVENUE FROM CUSTOMS. 


Mr. McKAY asked leave to offer certain reso- 
lutions, which (he said) were mere resolutions of 
inquiry. 

Mr. W. . CAMPBE LL objected. 

Mr. McK rAY . I send them to the Chair, and 
I ask that they be read. 

The SPEAKER. They will be read for infor- 


rp 
The committee 
mcuarringe 


reeing to the 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. 

Mr. McKAY. Lask the reading, and I move 
a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. 

The SPEAKER. It is moved that the rules be 
suspended for the purpose of receiving these reso- 
lutions, and they will be read for information. The 
resolutions were read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules; which were or- 
dered. 

And the Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Whilst doing so, Mr. McKAY interposed, and 
asked leave to state that he had introduced the 
resolutions under instructions from the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. 
order. 

The call of the roll having been completed, the 
result of the vote was announced as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adarys, Anderson, Arnold, At- 
kinson, Barringer, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, 
Burt, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, 
Cobb, Cocke, Cummins, Cunningham, Danie}, Garrett Davis, 
Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duntap, Edsall, Ellsworth, 
Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, vicklin, Foes, Garvin, 
Giles, Gordon, Grover, Haralson, Henley, Hilliard, Hopkins, 
Hongh, John W. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, 
Jenkins. James H. Johnsen, Andrew Johnson, Seaborn 
Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, La Sere, 
Levin, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, MeClelland, 
McClernand, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, 

Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, 
Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Scammon, 
Alexander D. ‘Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Stanton, Strong, 
Sykes, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, ‘Tibbatts, Towns, Vin- 
ton, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, 

| Woodward, Woodworth, and Yost—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Ashmnn, Bell, 
Buffington, William W. Campell, John H. Campbell, Car- 
roll, Cranston, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Samuel D. Hub- 
bard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Lewis, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pen- 
dleton, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, 
Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Al- 
bert Smith, Strohm, Tilden, Trumbo, White, Wright, and 
Young—3a. 


So, two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suspended, and the resolutions were re- 
ceived. 


The gentleman is not in 
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And the question being on the adoption of the 
resolutions- . 

Mi . VMck AY demanded the previous question, 

Mr. P. KING (in the meantime ) submitted an 
providing that the cost should include 
the expenses of each district. Agreed to. 

The was The 
main que ordered, and the resolutions, as 
amendes e were idopted. 

Mr. PETTITT des 

The SPEAKER. 
tions are adopted, 

Mr. PETTITT. The y are passed; but no part 
tion had been put until I had addressed 


amendment, 


pre viou stion seconded, 


i0n Was 


our 


ired to offer an amendment. 
It is too late. The resolu- 


or lie ate 
i 


' 
the chalt 
— 
The Si 


rentieman 


three tive 
KEAKER. The 


Chair did not hear the 


REPORT ON THE BANKS 
On motion of Mr. BOYD, submitted on leave, 
the report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury on the 


ct of the banks 

Mr. RHET I 
trod wen re olution. 

On motion of Mr. J. R 
ted on leave, the Comm 
discharced from the consideration of the 
f of Charles F 
and pa ed, 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. DANTEL, the 
pended, and the Hlouse 
ation of Senate bills 


Bulye¢ 


was ordered to be printed, 


made an ineffectual effort to in- 


INGER 


nittee of the 


SOLL, submit- 
Whole were 
bill for 
. Cybel; which was read a 
third time, 


rules were sus- 
proree de d to the consider- 
private calendar. 
Several private bills from the Senate (of which 
titles) were taken up, con- 
sidered, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND, on leave given, reported 
from. the Public Lands the 
joint resolution from the relative 
and def in certain plats and field- 
by consent, was read a third time, 


on the 


we could not obtain the 


back Committee on 


Senate to errors 
‘tive returns 
notes; which, 
and passed, 


Mr. MARSH 


re the fe 


ineffectual 
the Whole 
bill for the relief of J. 


made an 


yrimittee of 


motion to 

from the 
ration of the P. Skin- 
ner, 

Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL moved a suspension 
of the rules, he the purpose of proceeding to the 
oy ri <7 1 of the bill for the relief of the widow 

\lexander Hamilton. 

er he motion was rejected. 

Mr. DANIEL said that there were a number of 
Senate bills in Committee of the Whole, some of 
which ought If the House would indulge 
into committee, he would designate 
his opinion, were entitled to jts favor- 


to pass. 
him by going 

ich as, in 
abie consideration 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mil- 

y Affairs, reported the bill from the Senate for 
the relief of Bent, St. Vrain, & Co. 

The bill was committed. 

Mr. HARALSON also reported the bill for the 
relief of Mary MacRea, widow of Colonel Wil- 
MackRea, late of the army of the United 
States. 5 

Mr. HILLIARD, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported the bill from 
the Senate for the relief of Thomas Rhoades. 

It was committed. 

Mr. BEDINGER, 


itary 


h im 


from the Committee on Mil- 
Affairs, reporte ‘d the bill from the Senate for 
the s¢ the claims of New Hampshire 
arainst the United States. 
The bill was 
Mr. JACOB 


adverse 


tilement of 
committed, 

‘THOMPSON moved that certain 
reports which he had laid on the table on 
Saturday evening should be printed; and that the 
Committee of the Whole should be discharged from 
certain other papers designated. 

Objection was made, (the reporter thinks.) 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole be discharged from the considera- 
tion of the bill for the relief of Elijah White. 

Odv eted to. 


Mr. SCHENCK made an ineffectual effort to zo 


into committee to take up the bill for the relief of 


Mrs. 
Some other 


Alexander Hamilton. 
business having intervened, (which 
IS ¢ | issed under its proper head,) 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, moved that the 
Llouse resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of taking 


said bill. 


up the 


On this motion no quorum voted. 

The question was again taken by tellers; and the 
vote stood—ayes 56, noes 63. 

So the motion was rejected, 

Mr. P. KING, on leave given, withdrew cer- 
tain papers (title not heard) from the files of the 
House, 

Mr. SEAMAN made an ineffectual motion to go 
into committee on private bills from the Senate. 

Mr. GORDON made a similar motion on another 
bill. Rejected. 

Mr. HOPKINS made a similar motion to take 
up the bill for the relief of the late sub-Indian 
It was (he said) a righteous claim. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF subsequently renewed 
the motion to go into committee on the same bill 
(for the relief of E. White.) 

On which motion the vote stood—ayes 90, noes 20. 

No quorum voting. 

A message was received from the Senate in re- 
lation to the veneral appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER announced it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH objected, on the ground 
that the last vote showed there was no quorum 
voting. If eentlemen would sit in their seats and 
not vote, let them take the responsibility. 

Some conversation followed. 

Mr. BRINK ERHOFE called for a second count, 
it up for the moment. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

And the SPEAKER laid before the House the 
messave from the Senate in relation to the bill. 

The committee of conference on the part of the 
two Houses had agreed upon a conference, the 
Senate having receded from many of tts amend- 
and the House having receded from its dis- 


agent. 


but rave 


ments, 


,; arreement. 


re port, 


calendar. 
rights. 


Mr. McKAY. There is no time now left for 
explanation. But inasmuch asa rumor Is in circu- 
lation that the conferees have incorporated into this 

bill an amendment embodying the disputed appro- 

priation of two millions of dollars, [ have risen 
simply to make the declaration that there is 
nothing of the kind in this report. “It is true, that 
the subject was under deliberation yesterday, and 
that a proposition was made, but it was not acted 
upon. 

The Senate have receded from many of its 
amendments, and the House have receded from its 
disagreement. I hope the House will concur in 
the report, and [ ask the previous question. 

Mr. TIBBATTS called for the reading of the 
but the House refused to have it read. 

The prev jous question was then seconded. The 
main question was ordered, and, being taken, the 
report was concurred in. 

So the bill stands passed. 

Mr. COBB moved a reconsideration of the vote. 

The House refused to reconsider 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF h: aving renewed his mo- 
tion to co into Committee of the Whole, (for the 
purpose of taking up the bill for the relief of Elijah 
W hite)— 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the 
chair.) 
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/ and, on motion of Mr. JACOB THOMPs\ IN. 


| the bill making appropriations for the naval 


Aug. 


The eeadt was that t the bill was then take 


un 


and 


unde rwent 


afier some explanations by him, it 
some amendment. 

It was then laid over to be reported. 

And the committee took up another bill of the 
same title, (making remuneration for property de. 
stroyed by Indians. ) 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair inform 
to receive a message from the Senate on th 
ject of the disagreeing votes of the two House: 
vice of the United States for the 
year. 

All points of difference between the two Houses 
were disposed of, except as to the amendmey: 
which authorizes a portion of the contings 
propriation to the schoo! at Annapolis. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House receded 


current fj 


nt ap- 
t 


| from its disagreement to this amendment. 


So the bill stands passed. 
Mr. McKAY moved to reconsider the vote. 
The House refused to reconsider. 

The chairman then resumed his seat in commit. 
tee, 

And the House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of E. White; which was consid- 
ered and amended. 

The committee then rose, and reported the two 
bills to the House. 

The amendments were 


concurred in, and the 


| bills were read a third time, and passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. R. CHAPMAN moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole, with a 
view (he said) to give other private claimants some 
chance. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. J. B. HUNT moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to report from the Committee 
on Public Lands Senate bill to establish an addi- 
tional land office in the northern part of the State 
of Michigan, and authorizing the sale of the min- 
eral lands. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked for the yeas and nay 
which were’ ordered; and, being taken, were— 
yeas 79, nays 59. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

A message was received from the Senate in- 
forming the House that the Senate had receded 
from its amendment to this bill. 

So the bill stands passed. 


Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made sundry reports in the course of 
the day. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, a resolution was 
adopted, in the usual form, providing for the ap- 
pointment of a committee on the part of the House, 
to join such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the Senate, to wait on the President of 
the United States and inform him that, unless he 


| had other communications to make, the two Houses 


were ready to adjourn. 
And Messrs. Hopkins, of Virginia, James 
Tuompson,of Pennsylvania, and Vinton, of Ohio, 
’ j ’ 


| were appointed a committee on the part of this 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved that the commit- | 


tee take up the said bill. 

Some proceedings and discussion followed on 
points of order, (involving the right of this claim 
to priority over others.) 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, rose to a ques- 
tion of order. He said he protested against taking 
up private bills out of their recular order. [The 
Chair stated that the House had resolved ae 
committee of the whole upon that bill.) Mr. 
said, neither the House nor the committee, moe 
by unanimous consent, could give one private 
claimant a preference over another. Mr. C. said 
he was not opposing private claims. On the con- 
trary, he was willing and anxious to go on with 
private claims now, and consider them all; but he 
was for taking them up in their regular order on 
the calendar, and do equal justice. He protested 
against giving such an advantage to a private 
claimant, merely because he had been here all the 
session, importuning members. His claim, (Mr. 
C. said) was as wanting in merits as any on the 

Let every Ame ric an citizen have equal 
Equality was all Mr. C. asked. 


House. 

The report of the committee of conference on 
the subject of the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill providing for the payme nt of 
the evidences of public debt in certain cases 
in relation to the purloined treasury notes 
taken up and concurred in. 

So the bill stands passed. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
Mr. DANIEL again appealed to the House to 


go into committee for the purpose of disposing of 

the few private Senate bills which yet remai ned 

unacted upon, and the passage of which was 
roper. 

The House, ad interim, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the last mentioned report from the 
committee of conference. 

Mr. SEAMAN moved that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole for the purpose of taking 
up the bills indicated by Mr. Dantet. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 
86, nays 48. 


48 
‘) was 


So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, t the 
' motion was rejected. 
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Several messages were received from the Pres- 
‘dont of the United States, by the hands of J. K. 
Walker, Esq., his Private Secretary, informing 
che House that the President had approved and 

ed certain bills. 
Mr. CARROLL, on leave, withdrew certain 
napers from the files of the House. 
Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL, on leave given, 


syed a resolution; which was adopted. 


{ 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, informing the EHlouse that he 
had : pproved and signed the bill to pros ide for the 
rablishment of the Smithsonian Institute. 
The SPEAKER said, that by one provision of 
the bill, it was made the duty of the Chair to ap- 
point three regents. 
And the SPEAKER announced that he had ac- 
lingly appointed the following gentlemen: 


es 


ral 

Mr. Owen, of Indiana; Mr. Hoven, of New 
York; Mr. Hituiarn, of Alabama. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that the House resolve 
itself into committee of the Whole, for the pur- 
nose of taking up, in their order, the Senate bills 

| the private calendar. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was now past eleven 

ick. Congress was to adjourn at twelve. He 
asked the yeas and nays on the motion to go into 
committee; which were ordered, and being taken, 
were—yeas 83, nays 38. : 
So the rules were suspended. 
A message Was received from the Senate, in- 
ming the House that the Senate had suspended 
ie 16th joint rule so far as concerned this bill. 
And the House concurred. 
A message was received from the Senate, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate had anpointed certain 
members of its body regents of said inisutution. 

The bill for the relief of Elijah White,*which 
had been returned from the Senate with an amend- 
nent, was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CHIPMAN rose to a correction of the 

ital of a former day. He had voted (he said) 
for tie river and harbor bill, before, as well as after, 
veto, but his vote had been erroneously record- 
ed:;afact of which he was not aware, until made 

juainted with it by a calumnious article which 
peared in a New York paper. 

The Journal was ordered to be amended accord- 


¢ 
i 
‘ 
ul 


"Messrs. HENLEY, BIGGS, and RAMSEY, 


from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, made re- 


Tie House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, (M. Boyn, in the chair.) 

Some proceedings followed on points of order. 

‘The bill for the relief of Cheever was taken 
up and laid aside. 

And the committee took up and considered the 

endments of the Senate to the bill for the relief 
of E. White, (which amendments involved appro- 
priations to carry out the Cherokee treaty, and 
other small appropriations for the Indian service. ) 

Mr. BARRINGER moved the following as an 
amendment, which was rejected: 

Provided, That the treaties of 1835 and 1846 with the 
Cherokees shall not be so construed as to deprive the Cher- 
okecs residing in the State of North Carolina of their equal 
proportion ofthe money for which the lands east of the Mis 
fissippl Were sold: 4nd provided, That in all future pay 
ments under said treaties, there shall be paid to the said 
N rth Carolina Cherokees asum equal to their proportionate 
flare of such payment. 


The amendments of the Senate having been con- 
curred in, the committee rose and reported them 
to the House. 

And the question being on concurring in the 
amendments of the Senate, 

Mr. P. KING moved that the bill and amend- 
ments be laid on the table. Rejected. 

And the amendments were concurred in. 

So the bill stands passed. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 

This bill having been returned from the Senate 
with certain amendments, the House proceeded to 
consider the same. 

And the amendments were concurred in. 

Che amendment of the Senate to the bill for the 


revief of Richard C. Anderson was read and agreed 
to, 








The hour of twelve (fixed by the joint resolu- 


tion for the adjournment of Congress) was ap- 
proaching rapidly, and many eyes were bent upon 


the clock. The distance which the finger had yéi | 


to travel was just perceptible—no more. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


' Mr. WINTHROP (scarcely heard on the left of 


the Chair, amongst the confusion that prevailed) 
was understood to inquire of the Speaker, wheth- 
er, In carrying out the joint resolution, the Speaker 
intended to be guided by the time of the House or 
of the Senate! ; 

The SPEAKER. By the time of the House. 

Mr. WINTHROP was understood to suggest 
that there was a difference between the-clock of 
the Senate and that of the House of about seven or 
eight minutes—the former being so much in ad- 
vance of the latter. 

Mr. JACOB 'THLOMPSON expressed the hope 
that the Senate time would be taken, so as to admit 
of action on the bills yet between the two Houses. 

Many voices: oT we lve o’clock, tw elveo’clock.’”’ 

The SPEAKER rose. 

Mr. BIGGS, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, was seen at this instant hastening down one 
of the side aisles with an enrolled bill in his hand, 
and made his report at the Speaker’s table. 

And the Speaker’s hammer fell on the table be- 
fore him, 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen: The hour of 
twelve, at which the two Houses, by their joint 
resolution, agreed to adjourn, having arrived, [ 
pronounce this House adjourned until the first 
Monday in December next. 

THE EXECUTIVE JOURNAL 
OREGON QUESTION, 


ON THE 





In Senate or THE UNrrep States, 
August 7, 1846. 

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy be removed from 
all the correspondence heretofore communicated to Senate 
in Executive session relative to the Oregon territory. 

IN Senave OF THE UNirep States, 
July 10, 1846. 

Resolved, That the injunction of secreey be forthwith re- 
moved from the treaty with Great Britain relative to the 
Oregon territorv, and the correspondence which aceom- 
panied it, and all the proceedings thereon, including the 
speeches and remarks of Senators. 

IN Senate or THE UNtrep States, 
Aucust ®, 1846. 

Resolved, That 2,000 copies of the journal, correspondence, 
and documents connected with the Oregon treaty, be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE JOURNAL OF THE SENATE OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 
Wepnespay, June 10, 1846. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Walker, his Secretary. 
[The message will appear in the Appendix. ] 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, that the message 
and documents communicated therewith be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and printed 
in confidence for the use of the Senate, 

A division of the question was called by Mr. 
McDUFFIE; and on the question, ‘* that the mes- 
save and documents communicated therewith be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations ?’’ 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 9, nays 37. 

On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, the yeas and 
nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators 
present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Breese, Cass, Dickin- 
son, Fairfield, Hannegan, and ‘Turney. 


Those who voted in the negative are, 


Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Benton, 
Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Me 
Duffie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, 


Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee. 
So the motion to refer was rejected. 


On the question to agree to the second clause of 
the motion, on motion by Mr. TURNEY that it lie 
on the table—-it was determined in the affirmative: 


yeas 27, nays 21. 


On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, the yeas and 
nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators 


present, 
ry . ° 7 . 
Those who voted in the affirmative are, 


Messrs. Archer, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Chalmers, 
John M. Clayton, Colquitt, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Hay- 
wood, Houston, Huntington, Johnson of Maryland, John- 
son of Louisiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelps, Rusk, Speight, Turney, 


and Upham. 
Those who voted in the negative are, 


Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Breese, Cass, 
Corwin, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Jarnagin, 


cott, Woodbridge, and Yulee. 


serrien, Calhoun, Chal- 
mers, Thomas Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, 
Dix, Greene, Haywood, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, 


Pearee, Penny- 
backer, Phelps, Rusk, Simmons, Speight, Upham, Webster, 


Jenness, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Webster, West- 
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On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, that the fur- 
the r conside ration of the messarve and accompany- 
. e 1 } 2 . 
ing documents be postponed until Monday next 
the 15th instant, it was determined in the newative, 
yens 13, nays 35. 

On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, the yeas and 
nays beine desired by one-fifth of the Senators 
pre sent. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Mesars. Allen, Atherton, Breese, Cass, Colquitt, Diekin- 
son, Fairfield, Hannegan, Jarnagin, Jenness, Rusk, Semple, 
and Westcott. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley. Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Cal 
houn, Chalmers, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, 
Dix, Greene, Haywood, Houston, Huntington, Johnsen of 
Marvland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, MeDuthe, Man 
gum, Mille rT, Morehead, Niles, Pe aree, Pennybacker, Phelps, 
Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Turney, Upham,Webster, Wood 
bridge, and Yulee. 


So the motion to postpone was re i et d. 


Tuurspay, June 11, 1845. 
On motion by Mr. MANGUM, thi 


ceeded to consider the me: 
the United States of the 10th instant, communica- 
ting a proposal for the adjustment of the Oregon 
question; and after debate, 

Mr. HAYWOOD submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 


Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present concurring,) 
That the President of the United Stues be, and he is hereh 
aidvised to accept the proposal of the British Government, 
accompanying his message to the Senate, dated Lith June, 
1846, for a convention to settle boundaries, &ec., between 
the United States and Great Britain west of the Rocky or 
Stony Mountains. 


Senate pro- 


save of the Pre sident of 


The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded 
to consider the said resolution. 

On motion by Mr. NILES, that it be amended, 
by adding thereto the following: 

With the following proviso at the end of the second arti 
cle of the proposed convention, to wit: 

& Provided, That the rights of navigation secured to frit 
ish subjects, by this article, be limited to the year A. D. 
1859, when they shall cease and determine.”’ 

After debate, on motion by Mr. BENTON, the 
Senate adjourned. 

Fripay, June 12, 1846. 

The Senate proce de d to cons de r the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Haywoop on the 11th inst int, 
together with the amendment proposed thereto by 
Mr. Nines; and, after debate, Mr. Nires, by 
unanimous consent, modified his proposed amend- 
ment to read as follows: 

With the following proviso at the end of the second arti 
ele of the proposed convention, to wit: 

* Provided, That the right of navigating the Columbia 
river, secured to the Hudson Bay Company, and to all Brit 
ish subjects trading with the same, be limited to the year 
A. D. 1863, when it shall cease and determine.” 

On the question to agree thereto, it was deter- 
mined in the negative—vyeas 10, nays 31. 

On motion by Mr. NILES, the yeas and nays 
being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

| those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Dix. Fairfield, Hous 
ton, Jenness. Niles, Simmons, and Woodbridge. 

‘Those who voted in the negative are, 

Messrs. Archer, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Chaimers, 
Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Colquitt, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Haywood, Huntington, Johnson of Mary 
land, Jolinson of Louisiana, Lewis, MeDuftie, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelps, Rusk, 
Sevier, Speight, Turney, Upham, Webster, and Yulee. 

So the proposed amendment was rejected. 

On the question to agree to the resolution, it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 38, nays 12. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Colquitt, 
Davis, Dayton, Dix, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Houston, 
Huntington, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Lewis, MeDutlie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, 
Pennybacker, Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, 

| Turney, Upham, Webster, Woodbridge, and Yulee. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Breese, Cameron, Cass, Dickin- 
son, Fairfield, Hannegan, Jarnagin, Jenness, Semple, and 
Sturgeon. 

So it was 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present concurring,) 
That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby a 
advised to accept the proposal of the British Governme nt, 
accompanying his message to the Senate, dated 10th June, 

1346, for a convention to settle boundaries, &c., between the 
United States and Great Britain, westof the Rocky or Stony 
Mountains. 
Ordered, That the Secretary lay the said resolu- 
Ls a . o 4° v . 
tion before the President of the United States. 


Tuvespay, June 16, 1846. 
A message was received from the President of 
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the United States, by Mr. Walker, his Sec retary. 


[The message wil, appear in the Appendix.] 

The messege was read, and also the convention 
between the United States of America and her Ma- 
jesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
“Britain and Lre land, concluded at Washington the 
both day of June, 1846, was read a first time. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, that the convention 
end the messave communicating the convention, 
torether with the message of the ]0th instant, 
communicating a proposal for the adjustment of 
the Orevon que suion, and the document < accom pa- 
nying the same, be printed in confidence for the 
use of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. McDUFFIE, to amend the 
said motion by adding after the word “same’”’ the 

ords “except the communication from Mr. Me- 
Lane to Mr. Buehanan,’’ a debate ensued; and, on 
motion, ordered that the further consideration of 


Biuld 


finotiont 


Me postpone d until to-morrow. 
Mr. HHANNEGAN submitted the following re- 
rolution for con ide ration: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to the Senate a copy of all the correspondence which 


bas taken plaice between Uus Government and that of Great 
Ibritain, relative to The Oregon treaty, together with the des 
pateh and instructions forwarded to our Minister, Mr. 
MeLane ; anda fulland complete copy of his despatelios and 


communications to this Governmenton the same subject, 


Wepnespay, June 17, 1846. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 


submitted by Mr. LianNeGAN on the 16th instant; 
which was modified and agreed to, as follows: 
Resolved, Tinat the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate a copy of all the correspondence which 
has taken plice | iwe 


britain relative 


en this Government and that of Great 
to the Oregon treaty, together with the d 
spatches and instructions forwarded to our Minister, Mr. 
McLane; and atull and complete copy of his despatches 
and communications to this Government on the same sub 
ject, not heretofore communicated to the Senate. 

Mr. ATCHISON submitted the following reso- 
lution for con ideration: 

Resolved. That the President be requested to furnish the 
Benate with all the tnformation in bis possession in relation 
tothe kind and eatentof claims to farms and lands of the 
Puget Sound Agricultural Company, in the Territory of 


On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the motion of the 16th instant, 
to print the convention with Great Britain and the 
vie ies and documents relating thereto; and, on 
motion by Mr. HAYWOOD, ordered that it lie 
on the ta ole . 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, that the conven- 
tion with Great Britain be referred to a select com- 
mittee of five members, to consider and report 
thereon, 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, ordered that said 
motion lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the Senate proceed- 
ed to consider the motion of the 16th instant, to 
print the convention with Great Britain, and the 
messaves and documents relating thereto; and, on 
the question to agree to the amendment proposed 
thereto by Mr. MecDurrie, it was determined in 
yeas 2], nays 31. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the yeas and nays 
being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 


r 


tne nevatve 


Mesers. Archer, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Chalmers, Col 
guitt, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Haywood, Houston, Johnson 

f Lonisiana, Lewis, MeDuffie, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, 
Penny backer, Rusk, Speight, and Yulee. 


Chose who voted in the negative are, 

Messis. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Bar 
row, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Thomas Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Han 
negan, Jarnagin. Jenness, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, 
Niles, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Turney, Up 
ham, Webster, and Westcott. 


a ae 


hose who voted in the affirmative are, {| 


So the proposed amendment was rejected. 

On the question to agree to the motion to print, 
it was determined in the affirmative. 

So it was ordered that the convention, and the 
message communicating the convention, together 
with the message of the 10th instant communica- 
ting a proposal for the adjustment of the Oregon 
question, and the documents accompanying the 
same, be printed in confidence for the use of the 
Senate. 

Tuvurspay, June 18, 1846. 

The Senate proce¢ ded to consider the resolution, 

submitted by Mr. Arcuison, the 17th instant, 


which was modified by adding thereto the follow- | 


ing words: 


* And that he be requested to communicate to the Senate 
a copy of the act incorporating the ‘ Puget Sound Agricul- 
tural Company,’ or of the original instrument constituting 
that company.”’ 


On motion by Mr. ALLEN, to amend the said 
resolution, so modified, by adding thereto the fol- 
lowing: 

‘And that the President be requested to lay before the 
Senate any information in his possession relative to the 
kind, character, number, and extent of the possessory rights 
of the Hudson Bay Company, and of all British subjects 
who may be already in the occupation of land or other pro 
perty in the Oregon territory, south of the forty-ninth paral- 
lel of north latitude; also, the number of such British sub- 
jects, including the members, agents, and servants of said 
company; also, the location, number, and extent of the 
forts, stations, and settlements of said company, south of 
said parallel; also, the means of attack and defence in the 
possession of said company within said limits.” 


After debate, it was determined in the aflirma- 
tive, yeas 36, nays 15. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the yeas and nays 
being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Breese, Bright, Ca!- 
houn, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Corwin, Critten- 
den, Davis, Davton, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfieid, Hannegan,. 
Houston, Jarnagin, Jenness, Johnson of Maryland, John- 
son of Louisiana, McDuffie, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Penny- 
backer, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Westcott, 
Woodbridge, and Yulee. 


Those who voted in the negative are, 

lessrs. Archer, Bagby, Berrien, Thomas Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Lewis, Morehead, 
Phelps, Rusk, Speight, Turney, and Webster. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish the 
Senate with all the information in his possession in relation 
to the kind and extent of claims to farms and lands of the 
Puget Sound Agricultural Company in the territory of Or- 
egon; and that he be requested to communicate to the Sen- 
ate a copy of the act incorporating the Puget Sound Agri- 
cultural Company, or of the original instrwnent constituting 
that company; and that the President be requested to Jay be 
fore the Senate any information in his possession relative to 
the kind, character, number, and extent, of the possessory 
rights of the Hudson Bay Company, and of all British sub- 
jects who may be already in the occupation of land or other 
property in the Oregon territory south of the 49th parallel of 
north latitude; also the number of such British subjects, in- 
cluding the members, agents, and servants of said company ; 
also the location, number, and extent of the forts, stations, 
and settlements of said company south of said parallel; also 
the means of attack and defence in the possession of said 
company Within said limits. 


Ordered, ‘That the Secretary lay the said resolu- | 


tion before the President of the United States. 

The Senate proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to consider the treaty between the United 
States of America and her Majesty the Queen of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
concluded at Washington the 15th day of June, 
1846. And no amendment being made thereto, it 
was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. McDUFFIE submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 


NAL GLOBE. 


ee Aug. 10, 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present coyen, 
That the Senate advise and consentto the ratification 
treaty between the United States of America an 
ty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great } 
Ireland, conciuded at Washington, the 15ih d 
1846. 








The Senate by unanimous consent proce: 


| consider the said resolution. 


On motion by Mr. LiA NNEGAN, to ame; 
said resolution, by striking out all after ¢ 
“ resolved,” 
thereof: 

“That the President of the United States he. a; 
hereby, advised hy the Senate to offer to the Goy 
of Great Britain as a just, fair, and equitable co, 
of the conflicting claims of the two Governments eo), 
with the country lying along between the Rocky My 
and the Pacific Ocean, extending from the parallel of; 
two degrees to fifty-four degrees and forty minutes 
latitude, and including the islands embraced w 
parallels of latitude adjacent to the coast, the fol 
the fundamental provisions for a treaty between ty 
Governments : 

“First. The Government of Great Britain shall ac} 
edge the right of soil, and the sovereignty, to exist 
with the United States, to the whole territory al 
bed, and shal! abandon to the United States all « 
shall in any manner conflict with the paramount jun 
of the United States therein. 

“Second. The United States shall guaranty to the T] 
3uy Company for twenty years from the date of such 1 
the most perfect security in all their possessions, ay 
right to pursue their business of hunting and trappir 
all the immunities which pertain thereto, and to trat 
that period with the natives; and the use during? 
of the ports, mvers, and harbors, within said territory, \ 
out charge or hinderance. 

“Third. Within twelve months from the dat 
treaty, commissioners shall be selected by, and on 
the respective Governments, whose duty it shall bet 
at just and liberal prices the value of the property of 1 
son Bay Company within said territory, whichamount 
ascertained, shall be paid by the United States to 
pany. in such manner, and at such time, as shall | 
upon between the United States and Great Britain 


il¢ 


and inserting the following 


It was determined in the negative—yeas 5, 
42. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the yeas and | 
being desired by one-fifth of the Senators pix 


those who voted in the affirmative are, 


Messrs. Atchison, Cameron, Hannegan, Semple, anc 


4 


geon. 


Those who voted in the negative are, 
Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, | 
ton, Berrien, Calhoun, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, J 


| M. Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Da 


Dix, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Houston, Huntington.. 
son of Marviand, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Mel 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Penny 
Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Turney, U; 
Webster, Woodbridge, and Yulee 


So the proposed amendment was rejected. 

On the question to agree to the resolution 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 41, nay 

Those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, B 
Calhoun, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, John M. ¢ 
Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Dix, | 
| Greene, Haywood, Houston, Huntington, Joiinson ot M 

land, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, McDufiie, Manz 

Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Pennybacker, P 

Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Turney, Upham, W: 

ster, Woodbridge, and Yulee. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 
Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Breese, Bright, 
eron, Cass, Dickinson, Fairfield, Hannegan, Jenness, > 
ple, Sturgeon, and Westcott. 
So it was resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators 
' . ‘ 
| present concurring,) that the Senate advise a 
, consent to the ratification of the treaty between (° 
| United States of America and her Majesty ' 
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Bri 
: 1 
and Ireland, concluded at Washington the 10") 
day of June, 1846. . 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay the said resolu- 

‘ tion before the President of the United States. 
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